YOUR ADDRESS HERE

XX MP

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

DATE

Dear XX MP

Update on campaign to save children’s heart services at Royal Brompton Hospital
I am writing to update you on the campaign to save children’s heart surgery services at Royal Brompton which are due to be withdrawn under the proposals put forward by the NHS’ Safe and Sustainable review team. The public consultation on these proposals has now closed and Royal Brompton has been granted permission for a judicial review of the decision to close children’s heart surgery at the hospital. The hearing will take place in the last week of September this year. The Trust made two separate approaches to the JCPCT to try to avoid legal action. Both were rejected.

As you may remember, [I have/my family has] personally benefited from the exceptional care Royal Brompton delivers. [insert personal experience]. The review has failed to consider what a difference having children and adult cardiac services in the same centre makes to the quality of care delivered. It is a source of great comfort to know that [patients like myself/my family member] will be able to benefit from expertise provided at Royal Brompton throughout [my/our] life.

I do not understand why PCT managers are ignoring the compelling evidence for Royal Brompton’s service. It is one of two hospitals in the country where four surgeons already handle well over 500 congenital cardiac cases a year and therefore meets the standards expected by professionals and the criteria set by the review panel. It is the only centre in the country to have undertaken over 1000 interventions in a year for these diseases. The service has been rated as excellent by the Care Quality Commission, the review team and by ministers. Furthermore, the service has transformed the lives of thousands of patients like [insert personal experience].
In addition, and as you will be aware, the consequences of the decision to close children’s heart services will threaten the future of the entire Trust. Royal Brompton hosts the largest service for children with cystic fibrosis in the country which requires the paediatric intensive care unit and anaesthetic teams to support the respiratory team’s most complex work on these patients. Without the case load from children’s cardiac surgery, both will become unviable. The review failed to evaluate the destructive, knock-on impact this will have on the sustainability of Royal Brompton’s other services. It also failed to consider the alternative approach put forward for a three-centre network in London. This would preserve patient choice and access to an international centre of excellence. 
The entire review process has been fundamentally flawed and I am pleased that Royal Brompton has been granted permission for this decision to be judicially reviewed. The decision is being contested on the following grounds: 

· The decision to reduce the number of children’s heart surgery centres in London from three to two did not stand up to scrutiny and was not transparent. It was based on the perception that London had to ‘share the pain’ of closure compared to other centres around the country, and was not based on any clinical evidence

· The decision on which two centres were to keep children’s heart surgery was made by a process that included doctors from each of the two centres which, it was decided, should keep their surgery. Both were active in the decision-making process. Royal Brompton was not represented

 

· The Safe and Sustainable steering group set criteria, and then ignored them when considering Royal Brompton’s fate. Royal Brompton fulfils the set criteria. It is the third largest centre for children’s heart surgery in the country, with very low mortality rates and an international reputation

My family and I have been grateful for your continued support. However, I urge you to continue to champion in Parliament the excellent service that Royal Brompton delivers. 

I hope you have found this update useful. If you have any questions, or would like any further information on how you can support us, please do not hesitate to contact me on [insert email and phone number].

Royal Brompton’s response to the consultation is on the Trust’s website at www.rbht.nhs.uk/response.

Yours sincerely

[insert name]
