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Keeping children’s heart surgery at Royal Brompton is the only safe and sustainable option
Ten key points
1. Royal Brompton has a world-class reputation for the quality and standards of their children’s health.

2. Royal Brompton delivers world-leading treatments and outcomes for patients.  In particular, it is a recognised international leader in congenital heart abnormalities.
3. Closing children’s heart surgery at Royal Brompton will lead to a catastrophic loss of expert medical care in the capital. The knock-on effect will be closure of all children’s health services at the hospital and the closure of other specialist areas like the world renowned Cystic Fibrosis unit.  All these specialisms are dependent on and directly related to each other.  Removing one inevitably leads the others to crumble and fall.
4. Royal Brompton was rated joint fourth in the UK by the review team, alongside Great Ormond Street, for the quality of its treatments, care and outcomes.
5. Royal Brompton currently meets all the criteria for excellence and safety laid down by the review team - 4 specialist surgeons performing 520 operations – including 453 children’s heart operations. In 2010 a total of 453 paediatric operations were performed, many of these were complex procedures.
6. The existing three London centres deliver a joined-up service providing cover when other centres cannot take patients due to being full. Royal Brompton frequently takes referrals from Evelina and Great Ormond St.
7. Royal Brompton currently does more outreach clinics than any other London centre.
8. Closing heart surgery at Royal Brompton will lead to an unprecedented surge in patient numbers at the two remaining centres, creating an unsustainable burden and taking them over what is considered to be the safe number of cases a year.
9. Closing heart surgery at Royal Brompton will cost the NHS more than keeping it open. 

10. There is a simple solution – the particular demands of London mean there is a clear cut case for retaining the existing three specialist units – Royal Brompton, Great Ormond St and Evelina.  This will save lives, safeguard medical expertise and save money.
